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150% Loan Limit Applies (SULA) 2016-17 

THIS FORM IS INFORMATIONAL ONLY.  NO ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED. 

PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT THIS DOCUMENT TO THE COLLEGE. 

What does “150% Direct Subsidized Loan Limit (SULA)” mean? 

If you've looked at your Connections Financial Aid Checklist, you probably have seen the phrase 'SULA 150% Loan Limit Applies.”  But what 
is SULA?  And how are you eligible? 

For any new student who had no prior student loan indebtedness on July 1, 2013, then you will fall into this category. 

SULA is an acronym that stands for 'Subsidized Usage Limit Applies.'  This is in reference to the Department of Education's 150% rule for 
Subsidized loans. This provision limits a first-time borrower’s eligibility for Direct Subsidized Loans to a period not to exceed 150 percent of the 
length of the borrower’s educational program (“the 150% limit”). 

 A Subsidized Direct loan is a loan for students with financial need as determined by federal regulations.  No interest is charged while
you are in school at least half-time, during your grace period, and during deferment periods.

o Under certain conditions, the provision also causes first-time borrowers who have exceeded the 150 percent limit to lose the
interest subsidy on their Direct Subsidized Loans and your interest will accrue as though it were an Unsubsidized loan.

 The 150% Direct Subsidized Loan Limit provision applies only to “first-time borrowers” on or after July 1, 2013.

 The Department of Education will determine whether borrowers are “first-time borrowers” for purposes of the 150% limit.

First-Time Borrower, Example A: 

First-Time Borrower, Example B: 

Click the link for more information 
studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/directSubsidizedLoanTimeLimitation.action

Florida State College at Jacksonville is a member of the Florida College System and is not affiliated with any other public or private university or college in Florida or elsewhere. 

In compliance with Florida State Statute 119.071(5), students should be aware that Florida State College at Jacksonville collects and uses social security numbers (SSNs) if specifically required by law to do so or if necessary 
for the performance of the College’s duties and responsibilities. The College takes appropriate measures to secure SSNs from unauthorized access and does not release SSNs to other parties except as required to fulfill the 
College’s duties and responsibilities.  (fscj.edu/ssn) 

Florida State College at Jacksonville does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, disability, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, age, sex, sexual orientation/expression, marital status, veteran 
status, or genetic information in its programs or activities. Inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies may be directed to the College’s Equity Officer, 501 West State Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32202 | (904) 632-3221 
| equityofficer@fscj.edu. 

Florida State College at Jacksonville is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award the baccalaureate and associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 
1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, or call (404) 679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Florida State College at Jacksonville. The Commission is to be contacted only i f there is evidence that 
appears to support an institution’s significant non-compliance with a requirement or standard. 
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